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A Survey of Nursing Students’ Perceptions on Child Abuse

Kyung Hwa, Kim

Department of Nursing, Daejeon Institute of Science and Technology

Abstract

Purpose : The purpose of this study was to investigate nursing students’ perceptions on child abuse. Methods : The

participants for this study were 192 nursing students at Region D. After explaining the purpose of the study,

participants who signed the consent form were asked to complete a self-descriptive questionnaire. Results : Average

score were 3.85 for perception of the act of child abuse, 3.85 for perception of the cause of child abuse, 2.37

for perception of the reporting system of child abuse, 2.96 for perception of the reporting behavior of child

abuse and 4.21 for perception of ways to improve child abuse. Conclusion : The findings from this research provide

baseline information for understanding nursing students’ perceptions on child abuse, and may help in the development

of appropriate education programs that will enable nursing students to report child abuse.

Key words : Child abuse, Nursing students, Perception
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Table 1, General Characteristics of Subjects (N=192)
Variables Categories n(%) M(SD)
<20 24(12 5)
20~29 160(83.3)
Age 21.54(4.49)

30~39 3(1.6)
39< 5(2.6)
male 24(12.5)

Gender
female 168(87.5)
. married 6(3.1)

Marital Status )
non-married 186(96.9)
. have child 5(2.6)
status of children

non-child 187(97 4)
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Table 2, Perception of The Act of Child Abuse (N=192)
Categories Question M(SD)
1, If a child has a similar scratch scar on a child, it should be said that it is being abused physically.  3.93(0.84)
2. If there is a wound on the side which is hard to be injured such as the armpit, the inside of the
. , . . . 4.28(0.68)
forearm, it should be said that it is being abused physically,
Physical 3. If a child is squeezed or bruised by an adult, it should be said that it is being abused physically,  4.32(0.68)
abuse 4. If the child sees aggressive or shrunken extreme behavior, it should be said that it is being
: 3.94(0.79)
abused physically,
5. If a child avoids contact with an adult, it should be said that it is being abused physically, 3.71(0.94)
subtotal 4.04(0.82)
6. If development is delayed or growth disorder is compared to other children, it should be said that
L . i 3.30(0.99)
it is being abused emotionally,
7. If a child sees an overreaction to a mistake, it should be said that it is being abused emotionally, 3.67(0.87)
8. If a child is constantly sucking or biting a particular object, it should be said that it is being 327(0.95)
Emotional abused emotionally. ' '
abuse 9 If a child sees anti-social behavior or destructive behavior, it should be said that it is being
: 3.72(0.83)
abused emotionally.
10, If a child has symptoms such as hysteria, obsession, or fear, it should be said that it is being 3.90(0.76)
abused emotionally, ' ‘
subtotal 3.57(0.92)
11, If a child sees a sexual language or behavior with a toy, it should be said that it is being
3.98(0.80)
abused sexually.
12. If a child find bruises or abrasions around anus, it should be said that it is being abused sexually, 4 .13(0.76)
Sexual 13, If a child complains of urination difficulty, it should be said that it is being abused sexually. 3.11(0.90)
abuse 14, If a child sees sexual behavior that does not fit your age, it should be said that it is being
3.64(0.89)
abused sexually,
15, If a child is afraid of certain types of people or sex, it should be said that it is being abused sexually, 4.08(0.70)
subtotal 3.79(0.90)
16, If a child continues to have a stink and unhygienic physical condition, it should be considered neglected,  4.10(0.76)
17 If a child continue to wear unsuitable outfits that are not seasonal, it should be considered neglected,  4.06(0.74)
Nedlect 18, If a child is obsessed with food and seem to be malnourished, it should be considered neglected, 3.86(0.77)
eglec
g 19, If a child is not sick often or has no treatment for the wound, it should be considered neglected, 4.07(0.71)
20, If a child is often absent from kindergarten, it should be considered neglected, 3.89(0.76)
subtotal 4.00(0.75)
Total 3.85(0.87)
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Table 3, Perception of The Cause of Child Abuse (N=192)
Question M(SD)
1 It is caused by parental immaturity. 3.85(0.86)
2 It is caused by the lack of knowledge of parental child care, 3.96(0.71)
3 It‘ is caused by domestic crisis factors such as parents' economic difficulties, frequent illnesses, and family 3.96(0.78)
disagreement,
4 |t is caused by parental childhood abuse, 4.10(0.73)
5 It is caused by parental alcoholism and drug addiction 4.26(0.74)
6 It is caused by excessive expectations of parents' children, 3.69(0.77)
7 It is caused by aggressive behavior of a child 3.12(1.02)
8 It is caused by the behavior of the child being severely devoured, 2.96(1.05)
9 It is because children's basic lifestyle is not well formed, 3.15(1.02)
10 It is caused by a child who eats only what he likes 2.78(1.10)
11 It is caused by a child's physical, organic, and mental disability, 3.01(1.09)
12 It is caused by delayed child's movement and language development. 2.95(1.06)
Table 4, Perception of The Reporting System of Child Abuse (N=192)
Contents relating to child abuse reports
Question M(SD)
1 | know about child abuse reporting system, 2.43(0.76)
2 | know about child abuse reporting agencies. 2.32(0.80)
3 | know the number of child abuse calls, 2.07(0.81)
4 | know that | am a child of abuse of child abuse. 2.79(0.83)
5 | am aware of the penalties for child abuse perpetrators, 2.26(0.80)
Contents relating to child abuse reporting behavior
Question M(SD)
1 Appropriate measures will be taken from the reporting agency after reporting. 3.32(0.91)
2  Reporting will reduce the child's abuse, 3.19(0.91)
3 Reporting will help the child in the future, 3.86(0.85)
4 Reporting will be detrimental to children, 2.46(1,09)
5 The responsibility and role to be imposed after report are burdensome, 2.85(1.09)
6 If | do not, somebody will report it instead, 2.41(1.06)
7 | feel afraid that the child s family may be dismissed because of my report, 2.72(1.09)
8 | am afraid that | will be subjected to retaliation or accusation by the report, 2.85(1.14)
Bel Bato Rl obEo] y|EASSTo] & WA 4, oFEshl ALLAE] that oAl
A ke Flo] Ylojek i 3.15%, "obEe] FAH 7
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Table 5, Perception of Ways to Improve Child Abuse (N=192)
Question M(SD)

1 If th?, child abuse is not reported in the child abuse promotional material, the punishment should also be 3.90(0.74)
specified,

2 The prohibition on parental custody should be strictly enforced, 4.27(0.73)

3 It is imperative to thoroughly Iimpose fines on child abuse and to prohibit disadvantages to the complainant 4130.71)
and to strengthen the protection of persons,
It is necessary to expand infrastructure such as child protection specialist institution and child abuse shelter, 4.21(0.74)
Child abuse prevention training should be activated for reporting persons, 4.18(0.74)

6 A sys.tem should be built to receive continuous parental education considering the life cycle from premarital 4200.72)
to childhood school age,

7 It isl necessary to create a socigl atmosphere that raises interest in child abuse through the campaign of 4160073
public awareness through campaigns of the people,

8 Child right§ and child abuse preventioQ education should be strer]gthened through kindergangn and school 424(0.68)
so that children themselves can recognize abuse and take protective measures such as reporting,

9 To prevent re-abuse, it is necessary to continue to provide follow-up management. 4.35(0.74)

10 The budget for prevention and treatment of child abuse needs to be secured and the support system 430(067)
strengthened,

11 It is necessary to activate the family consignment system for children who have difficulty in returning home,  4.29(0.71)

10 Comprehensive support such as income, employment, health, and care should be strengthened so that 4250.77)

abused families can recover their family functions,
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